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ACTION CALENDAR

SPRING 2009 — “SMART GARDENING / LANDSCAPE EXPQ”

SUMMARY:

In recent years, the water industry in Southern California has increased the emphasis of conserving
water outdoors, where it is estimated that anywhere from 30% - 70% of water is used for irrigation
purposes. Much of this water is wasted due to over-watering and inefficient sprinkler systems and
landscape design.

Recently, new and proven water-efficient devices have been developed, such as “smart” sprinkler
controllers that use weather information to irrigate and rotate sprinkler nozzles. Other products
include native plants, synthetic turf and permeable hardscapes.

Due to these efforts, the public, now more than ever, is looking for information on devices, rebates
and programs that will help them in conserving water outdoors.

Therefore, in order to provide the public with information, staff is proposing to host a “Smart
Gardening / Landscape Expo” at the Edward C. Little Water Recycling Facility on Saturday, May 2,
2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This date will coincide with “May Water Awareness Month” and
can be changed depending on the Boards availability.

Implementation of Event

Staff will be working closely with the South Bay Environmental Services Center (South Bay Center) in
promoting the Expo. The South Bay Center will assist in promoting the event through all their
communication channels and will contact and recruit the exhibitors.

West Basin staff has allocated funding in its partnership agreements with the South Bay Center,
California Water Service Company and Golden State Water Company for this Expo. West Basin also
plans on charging the exhibitors a fee of $250 per booth to help pay for the costs associated with the
Expo. The budget for the Expo is dependent on fees from the booth vendors and from West Basin’s
partnering agencies.

Much like West Basin’s 60™ Anniversary, staff will be renting a large tent that will house all the
exhibitors. A few local food vendors will also be invited to sell food to the public.




