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SECTION 1 Plan Preparation

An Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) is prepared by a water purveyor to ensure an 
appropriate level of water service reliability sufficient to meet the needs of its customers 
during normal, single dry or multiple dry years. The California Urban Water Management 
Planning Act of 1983 (Act), as amended, requires urban water suppliers to develop an UWMP 
every five years in the years ending in zero and five. 

In describing the importance of the Act, the legislature declared that waters of the State 
are a limited and renewable resource, subject to ever increasing demands as well as the 
following tenets:

•	 That the conservation and efficient use of urban water supplies are of statewide concern;
•	 That successful implementation of plans is best accomplished at the local level;
•	 That conservation and efficient use of water shall be actively pursued to protect both 

the people of the State and their water resources; 
•	 That conservation and efficient use of urban water supplies shall be a guiding criterion in 

public decisions; and
•	 That urban water suppliers shall be required to develop water management plans to 

achieve conservation and efficient use. 

West Basin Municipal Water District’s (West Basin) 2010 UWMP has been prepared in com-
pliance with the requirements of the Act, as amended to 2009 (Appendix A), and includes 
the following:

•	 West Basin’s Service Area

•	 Water Demand
•	 Water Supply 
•	 Water Reliability 

•	 Water Quality 
•	 Water Use Efficiency
•	 Water Rates & Charges
•	 Water Recycling 
•	 Desalination

1.1 Urban Water Management Planning Requirements
West Basin’s 2010 UWMP revises the 2005 UWMP prepared by West Basin and incorporates 
changes enacted by legislation since 2005. The UWMP also incorporates water use effi-
ciency efforts West Basin has implemented or is considering implementing pursuant to the 
Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California (MOU)1. 
West Basin was one of the first agencies to become signatory to the MOU in September 1991. 

1 The Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California (MOU) was adopted in 
September 1991 by a large number of water suppliers, public advocacy organizations and other interested groups. It 
created the California Urban Water Conservation Council and established 16 Best Management Practices (BMPs) for 
urban water conservation, recently refined to 14 BMPs. West Basin became signatory to the MOU in September 1991.
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The sections in this UWMP correspond to the outline of the Act, specifically Article 
2, Contents of Plans, Sections 10631, 10632, and 10633. The sequence used for the 
required information, however, differs slightly in order to present information in a man-
ner reflecting the unique characteristics of West Basin. The most recent version of the 
Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) UWMP Checklist has been completed, which 
identifies the location of Act requirements in this UWMP and is included as Appendix B.

Since 2005, several amendments have been added to the Urban Water Management 
Act. The major changes to the Act impacting preparation of the 2010 UWMPs include 
the following:

•	 Requirement of at least 60 days advance public notice to city or county prior to 
public hearing on UWMP;

•	 Requirement that the UWMP includes water use projects for single-family and 
multi-family residential housing needed for low income and affordable households 
(retailers only); and

•	 Requirement that “indirect potable reuse” of recycled water be described and 
quantified in the UWMP, including a determination with regard to the technical 
and economic feasibility of serving those uses.

The most significant impact on 2010 UWMPs was the requirements mandated through 
the passing of Senate Bill (SB) X7-7. On November 10, 2009, the state legislature passed 
SB X7-7 (or the Water Conservation Bill of 2009) as a water conservation component 
to the Delta legislative package that seeks a 20 percent statewide reduction in urban 
per capita water use in California by December 31, 2020. SB X7-7 requires that each 
retail agency preparing a 2010 UWMP must calculate a baseline water use as well as an 
interim (for 2015) and final (for 2020) water use reduction target. The methodologies 
used to calculate both the baseline and targets were outlined in the Draft and Final 
UWMP guidelines published by DWR in December 2010 and March 2011. Since final 
guidelines were not released until March 2011, the deadline for retailer UWMP adop-
tion and submittal has been extended to July 1, 2011. In September 2010, SB 1478 was 
signed by the Governor of California to extend the 2010 UWMP deadline to July 1, 2011 
for wholesale agencies as well as retailers.

1.2 Regional Alliance UWMP
As a water wholesaler, West Basin is not required to provide SB X7-7 water use 
reduction targets. However, given its role as a regional water provider, West Basin 
has elected, in cooperation with a portion of its customer agencies, to use its 2010 
UWMP as a regional alliance UWMP. According to DWR’s 2010 UWMP guidelines, a 
regional demand reduction target can be developed by a regional alliance of multiple 
agencies to show compliance with SB X7-7. Although each of West Basin’s customer 
agencies must prepare individual 2010 UWMPs with individual baseline and target 
calculations, West Basin’s 2010 UWMP provides a regional target that will allow these 
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retailers and West Basin to collaborate on the most effective and efficient programs 
that will ensure that the targeted reductions in demand can be met. Additional 
information is described in Section 3: Water Demand.

1.3 Plan Adoption
The draft 2010 UWMP was completed in April 2011 and available for a 45 day-public 
review. The UWMP was available on West Basin’s web site to facilitate the involvement 
of various social, cultural and economic elements of the population. Once finalized, 
the UWMP was adopted by a Resolution of the West Basin Board of Directors in May 
2011, following a public hearing. The UWMP was then submitted to DWR within 30 
days of Board approval. Copies of the Notice of Public Hearing and the Resolution of 
Plan Adoption are included in Appendices C and D, respectively.

The UWMP is intended to serve as a general, flexible, and open-ended document that 
periodically can be updated to reflect changes in the region’s water supply trends, and 
conservation and water use efficiency policies. This UWMP, along with West Basin’s 
other planning documents, will be used by West Basin staff to guide it’s service area’s 
water use and management efforts through the year 2015, when the UWMP is required 
to be updated next.

1.4 Agency Coordination
To facilitate the preparation of the draft UWMP, West Basin concurrently developed 
the West Basin Water Demand Forecasting Model as well as a Water Use Efficiency 
Master Plan for use by West Basin and its customer agencies. During this process, 
West Basin staff met with all of its customer agencies to discuss the demand model, 
calculation of SB X7-7 baseline and targets and the 2010 UWMP and offered to provide 
assistance when requested. West Basin also hosted a stakeholder workshop during the 
draft UWMP public review period. At the workshop, West Basin provided its customer 
agencies with consistent information for use in the development of their 2010 UWMPs. 

West Basin is a water wholesaler and is fully dependent on the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California (MWD) for its imported water supplies. Therefore, West 
Basin provided comments and information during development of MWD’s Draft 
Regional Urban Water Management Plan (RUWMP) which was distributed on June 4, 
2010. West Basin staff also attended a June 2010 information meeting for stakeholders 
and the public from within MWD’s service area. 

As a summary of West Basin’s agency coordination, Table 1-1 describes the coordina-
tion among West Basin, its customer agencies, the County of Los Angeles and MWD 
during the review of the draft UWMP.
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Table 1-1: Coordination with Appropriate Agencies

Agency
Participation 
in Regional 

Alliance

Received 
Copy of 

Draft

Attended 
Customer 
Workshop

Commented 
on Draft

Sent 
Notice of 
Intention 
to Adopt

County of Los Angeles - 
Water Resources X X

Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California X X X

California American Water 
Company X X X

California Water Service 
Company - Hawthorne X X   X

City of El Segundo X X X X

City of Inglewood X X   X

City of Lomita X X X

City of Manhattan Beach X X X X

Golden State Water 
Company X X X

LA County Waterworks 
District #29 X X X X X

Water Replenishment 
District of Southern 
California

X X




