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WEST BASIN’S RECYCLING EFFORTS RECOGNIZED BY STATE WATER BOARD 

New state regulation provides local retailers flexibility to meet conservation targets  
 

CARSON, Calif. — In Feb. 2016, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) adopted 
an extended and revised emergency regulation to ensure that urban water conservation continues in 
2016, as California faces its fifth consecutive year of severe drought. The State Water Board’s action 
maintains the current mandate to conserve 25 percent in urban water usage; however, now, local water 
agencies such as West Basin Municipal Water District (West Basin) that have developed drought-
resilient water supplies can apply for a supply credit of up to eight percentage points toward the state-
mandated water-use targets.  
 
West Basin, a leader in developing local, drought-proof water supplies, will work with its retailers to help 
lower conservation targets leveed on their customers. The state-mandated water reduction targets, 
which range from 12 to 36 percent in cities throughout West Basin’s service area could be adjusted by a 
decrease of up to eight percent due to West Basin’s recycling partnerships with the Water 
Replenishment District of Southern California, who manages the groundwater basin, and the Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District, who operates the system to put the water in the groundwater 
basin. 
 
“I am so excited that our many years of investment in water recycling are being acknowledged by the 
State,” said West Basin Board President Carol W. Kwan. “Our residents and businesses supported our 
local water supply projects and now they will have water conservation goals more reflective of their 
investment in local supply. While we encourage continuing to conserve in this drought, it is only fair that 
our customers get a dividend on their investments.” 
 
While the Statewide water use reduction mandate is 25 percent through October 2016, West Basin’s 
service area, as a whole, has to reduce 20 percent due to previous conservation and recycling efforts. By 
investing more than $600 million in water reliability projects over the past two decades, West Basin 
residents had already dropped their potable water use by 27 percent even before the current drought.  
 
“The Governor’s most recent action shows that he is supportive of and encourages local water supply 
projects such as recycling and ocean water desalination,” Kwan continued. “In addition to water 
recycling and water conservation over the years, West Basin has also been researching ocean water 
desalination to further diversify our water portfolio to deal with future water shortages caused by 
population growth, climate change impacts and a forecasted drier future. Water reliability is our brand 
and focus.” 
 
As part of its Water Reliability Program to reduce dependence on imported water, West Basin continues 
to maximize its water conservation and recycling programs, while also investigating ocean water 
desalination as a potential future drinking water supply. West Basin currently recycles approximately 40 
million gallons of wastewater per day. West Basin is also preparing an Environmental Impact Report that 
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will evaluate the impacts of a proposed ocean water desalination facility in the coastal Los Angeles 
County.  
 
West Basin will work with its retail water agencies, which includes three private water companies, four 
cities and one county agency, to determine the amount of credit they will receive so they can inform 
their customers. These percentage details will be available in spring 2016.  
 
For more information about West Basin and its Water Reliability Program, please visit 
www.westbasin.org or follow us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram via @WestBasin to join 
the conversation.  
 

### 
 
West Basin Municipal Water District (West Basin) is a wholesale water agency that provides imported drinking 

water to nearly one million people in 17 cities and unincorporated areas in Los Angeles County. West Basin is an 

industry leader in water recycling, conservation, and water education. West Basin is currently implementing a 

Water Reliability program to reduce the agency’s dependence on imported water and develop drought-proof local 

water supplies. The program includes water recycling, water conservation, groundwater desalting and ocean water 

desalination. Visit www.westbasin.org to learn more.   
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